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What Effect will Forest Fires Have on Vacationists?
By A THOUGHTFUL OBSERVER
IT used to be said that the two periods especially dangerous to the woods were the fishing season 
of early spring and the hunting sea­
son of the fall months. These occa­
sions brought many people to the 
forests who were careless in the use 
of fire. It is a matter of record that 
the greater number of disastrous for­
est fires have occurred during these 
spring and autumn months. The re­
markable growth in the use of the 
automobile during recent years has 
extended the danger-period to prac­
tically all of the months when the 
ground is not protected by a blanket 
of snow. The very great increase in 
the use of the Maine woods by recre­
ationists, due directly to the automo­
bile, may be better understood, per­
haps, by a comparison of the number 
of hunting and fishing licenses issued 
by the game commission in recent 
years.
In 1911, 2,552 licenses were issued 
to non-resident sportsmen. By 
1924 this number had jumped to 
20,589, an increase in the 13- 
year period of more than 800 
percent. The legislature in 
1919 enacted a law requiring 
residents to have a hunting and 
fishing license, and since that 
time more than 250,000 have 
been issued. Some of these, 
no doubt, were duplicates. In 
all probability, licenses to hunt 
and fish in the forests have 
been issued to 150,000 residents 
of the state. No licenses are 
required of campers or automo­
bile parties, and thousands of 
those who visit the woods dur­
ing the summer are doubtless not 
provided with them. But these 
figures give some idea of the great 
increase in woods travel and of the 
resultant increase in the hazard of 
forest fire.
This phase of the increased forest 
fire hazard was discussed editorially 
by the Saturday Evening Post in its 
recent issue of May 16th, and the 
conclusion of the editor was that, if 
the American people who use the 
forests for recreation continue their 
thoughtless, inconsiderate ways, it 
will not be many years before the use 
of the forests for recreation will be 
denied to them entirely, or at best 
greatly restricted.
In the discussion of this menace 
which threatens the prosperity of the 
country through forest fires, the Post 
says that the direct cause of a very 
large proportion of these fires is “the 
sheer carelessness of man as a camp­
er, as a smoker, and in the general 
role of going about in the open to suit 
his own sweet pleasure.”
are entering, it is to be feared, upo
n a period of universal summer 
surveillance and espionage. At the en- 
trance to every park, forest and moun
tain area uniformed inspectors will give 
us more than the casual once-over of 
the past. It will be like traveling across 
a dozen European borders, and we shall 
pay in taxes for the support of an army 
of government employees whose sole 
duty it will be to save us from ourselves.
—Saturday Evening Post Editorial
“We are entering,” this editorial 
continues, “it is to be feared, upon a 
period of universal summer surveil­
lance and espionage. At the en­
trance of every park, forest and 
mountain area uniformed inspectors 
will give us more than the casual 
once-over of the past. It will be 
like traveling across a dozen Euro­
pean borders, and we shall pay in 
taxes for the support of an army of 
government employees whose sole 
duty it will be to save us from our­
selves.”
This is not a ridiculous picture of 
the situation, the writer continues in 
substance, but a surveillance that 
will be necessary unless there is a 
complete mending of the ways of the 
American traveling public. Can 
this mending of the ways come “with­
out a blow in the face?” he asks. 
His answer follows: “The consump­
tion of cigarettes has increased 50 
per cent. in two years. Automobile 
travel and camping in forested areas 
are moving forward by leaps and 
bounds. Millions now have 
the money and leisure to break 
for the open who could not go 
there even a few years ago. 
Good roads are being built in 
every direction. Many observ­
ers insist that, as a people, 
we are constantly becoming 
more independent of conven­
tion, more unrestrained and 
free from control. Does it 
look as tho we were about to 
mend our rash and negligent 
manners in the open?” he then 
asks.
To illustrate his point, he
The welfare of each of us is dependent upon the welfare of all of as—Theodore Roosevelt
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quotes from Supervisor Cecil, of the 
Angeles National Forest in one of the 
western states as follows:
“A picnicker visiting one of the 
most beautiful and popular camping 
places in the Sierra Madre Moun­
tains, threw a lighted match into the 
dried grass after he had lighted a 
cigarette—on August 31, 1924. 
That careless act started a conflagra­
tion that burned over 50,000 acres of 
brush and forest land, and denuded 
not only a valuable watershed but 
also numerous delightful camping 
places.”
Concluding his argument, the 
editor of the Saturday Evening Post 
says that if cities are not to be de­
populated (through loss of water 
supply incident to destruction of 
water sheds by forest fires) and the 
people do not mend their ways while 
in the open, there is only one other 
method of handling the situation 
which, as already indicated, “is the 
enormously costly and irksome Euro­
pean system of minute government 
surveillance, which in our mountain 
and forested areas it might be neces­
sary to carry on far beyond con­
tinental standards.”
But it is not necessary to go to the 
far West or to the Saturday Evening 
Post for a record of such carelessness 
of vacationists in the forests, or for a 
warning of what measures may be 
necessary in the future unless this 
thoughtlessness is soon corrected. 
Former Governor Baxter at a meet­
ing of the chief forest fire wardens at 
Augusta on April 30, 1922, as re­
ported in the Kennebec Journal, 
May 1, of that same year, told the 
wardens that it might be necessary 
and advisable to put into effect a 
system of registration for hunters 
and campers in order to better con­
trol the fire menace in the forests of 
Maine.
And the report of the Forest Com­
missioner of Maine for the year 1924 
tells very plainly the story of the 
continued carelessness of hunters 
and campers in its list of causes of 
forest fires during the years just 
passed. From this report it is 
learned that of the 158 forest fires 
during that year, the causes divide 
themselves as follows:
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Probably a large proportion of the 
fires listed as from unknown causes 
were set by visitors in the woods. 
Such fires are difficult to trace, but 
it is much easier to discover the ori­
gin of fires due to other causes.
The following letter, sent by Mr. 
F. A. Gilbert, 2nd vice president of 
the Great Northern Paper Company 
to Hon. Willis E. Parsons, game 
commissioner, last October, together 
with copies of notices of regulations 
designed to protect the forests from 
fire, is very much to the point:
“Our recent fire losses occasioned 
by the public use of our lands have 
forced us to a decision embodied in 
the enclosed notice. We will appre­
ciate your influence with the state 
organization with a view of working 
to the employment of competent 
registered guides.
“Three of the worst fires we have 
experienced this year were the result 
Maine Forestry Commission Warning
of carelessness of people wandering 
over our lands for various purposes. 
The fire at Yoke Pond was without 
doubt set by an old man, there for 
the purpose of picking blueberries. 
The Rainbow fire was set by fisher­
men, and the fire at Ashland was 
without doubt caused by poachers. 
These three fires amounted to more 
than 30,000 acres, with a probable 
value to all concerned in the harvest­
ing and manufacture of lumber of 
more than half a million dollars.”
Of the many known cases of care­
lessness in lunch fire building the 
following incident, related by Nor­
mand A. Smith, is typical. It was a 
case of absolutely gross and inex- 
cusable negligence.
Mr. Smith was on his way from 
Ripogenus Dam to Greenville last 
fall during the hunting season. 
When he reached an abandoned lum- 
ber camp alongside the road and 
about two miles from Lily Bay to­
wards Greenville, he found a brisk 
fire under way in the litter and brush 
of the camp yard. Immediate in­
vestigation showed that the fire had 
spread from a lunch fire made a short 
time before by an automobile party. 
The partly burned sticks of the lunch 
fire still showed heaped up, and there 
was no evidence that any attempt
Patience is bitter but its fruit is sweet
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had been made to extinguish it after 
it had served its purpose. In order 
to build the fire in this place it had 
been necessary to cross a well-gravel­
ed ditch in which there was running 
water and which would have been a 
perfectly safe and convenient place 
to lunch. This little fire had spread 
to the camp yard litter and then to 
the brush and was in a fair way to 
become a serious forest blaze when 
Mr. Smith came upon it. He pro­
cured help at Lily Bay, and for sev­
eral hours they combated the fire un­
til it was extinguished. Had its dis­
covery been delayed a half hour, 
even, it might have been a conflagra­
tion, as there was a high wind blow-
Highways ‘Tn The Realms of 
Old King Spruce”
II. On the East Side of Moosehead Lake
THE average motorist riding comfortably over the smooth, hard roadbed from Lily Bay to Grant Farm gives little thought to 
the methods of travel used fifteen 
years ago between these points. Nor­
mand Smith, our poet-inspector, has 
described the situation in a few 
words:
“When one for business made the trip 
In a spring or summer month,
He went to Lily Bay by boat
And stopped to get a lunch;
Then to the Grant Farm on a stage, 
Seventeen miles away,
O’er the rough old tote road—
The trip took near all day.
Since the Northern built the turnpikes
We see the stage no more;
We go farther now in one day
Than we did then in four;
They plow the snow with tractors
And keep the turnpike clear,
And use their trucks and autos 
At all times in the year.”
Beginning in 1910 and continuing 
until 1914, this road was in process 
of construction. It was not built 
all at once as were some of the roads 
on the Kineo side, but was put to­
gether piecemeal. Many men well 
known to all of us had a hand in the 
project. Fred Brooks was superin­
tendent and Wm. A. Chase foreman 
of the first work done. That was 
ing. The automobile party got 
through Greenville and away before 
word could be sent through to stop it.
Here was a case where through the 
courtesy of its owners an automobile 
party had been using a private road 
for the bigger part of the trip and 
were either so ignorant of the proper 
way to make a fire and the necessity 
of extinguishing it when through, or 
were so inconsiderate of the property 
rights of the owners of the land that 
they had started a fire which might 
have done many thousands of dollars 
or even hundreds of thousands of 
dollars worth of damage to wood 
lands. It is but one of many similar 
incidents.
between Grant Farm and Kokadjo. 
In 1913 Al MacNeill cleared a new 
right of way from Kokadjo to the 
big spring where connection was 
made with the old county road to 
Lily Bay. The necessary cut at 
Pine Pitch was made by contractor 
George McPhail; and the same year 
and the year following, 1914, Murray 
Brothers, another contracting firm, 
put the road through. In May, 1920 
Mr. Sargent “cut off the top of Sias 
Hill,” as one oldtimer expressed it. 
Those who traveled over the road 
prior to that date are familiar with 
the steep grade on the north side of 
Sias Hill. Mr. Sargent was success­
ful in reducing this considerably, but 
it is still a fact that only a few cars 
coming from Grant Farm to Lily 
Bay today can make the hill “on 
high.”
From Grant Farm on clear days 
the traveler may enjoy a view of the 
lordly Katahdin, guardian of the 
West Branch waters, towering high 
above the lesser peaks of the great 
mountain range. Katahdin in sum­
mer presents to the tired vacationist 
or the hardy mountain climber a 
friendly, inviting aspect. But in 
winter this giant sentinel draws 
aloof, cold and forbidding in his icy 
mantle, as if taking counsel with 
Pamola, the wicked spirit who in­
habits the mountain and whose ruth­
less depredations, according to old 
Indian legends, brought terror and 
dismay to the wigwams of the red 
men.
From Grant Farm to Ripoge- 
nus Dam the twelve mile stretch of 
road winds up hill and down through 
a long vista of spruce, fir and hard­
woods. The entire distance is un­
marked by farm or extensive clear­
ing of any kind. This road was built 
in 1913 and 1914. H. W. Wright, 
representing the division of Forest 
Engineering, had full charge of the 
work, which was performed by 
James Mavor, a contractor.
The short but very useful piece 
from Chesuncook Dam to Ripo­
genus Road, a mile in length, was 
built in 1914 by Murray Brothers. 
In the summer of 1922 James Sar­
gent put a layer of crushed stone on 
this strip in preparation for the 
heavy truck and tractor loads of 
supplies which were afterwards 
hauled over it for the Black Pond 
and Umbazooksus operations.
Ripogenus Road Extension, a- 
bout one half mile in length, is cut 
almost in its entirety through solid 
ledge. It is the present road from 
the Boom House around the hill to 
the south end of the dam, and was 
built in 1914 by Murray Brothers.
In the year 1915 Joseph T. Mul­
len had charge of all road repair and 
maintenance from Lily Bay to Ripo­
genus Dam. The project of build­
ing the big concrete dam was under 
way and a fleet of motor trucks 
racing on regular schedule from Lily 
Bay to the scene of operations car­
ried the enormous tonnage of iron, 
steel, cement and food supplies. 
The wear and tear on the road dur­
ing this time was excessive, and it 
consequently became necessary to 
make several rock fills and to gravel 
the road at various points to insure 
a hard and unyielding road surface.
Construction was begun on the 
road from Ripogenus Dam to 
Frost Pond by Mr. Mullen in 1916 
when he was finishing the job of 
building Ripogenus Dam. The en­
gineering work was done by Mr.
The City of Happiness is in the State of Mind
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Wright. In the fall of 1919 Fred 
Leighton graveled the road under 
Mr. Sargent’s direction, and at the 
same time Pat Purcell, with a crew 
of expert dynamite men, enlarged 
the roadway through the ledge at the 
north end of the dam, making it 
wide enough for trucks and tractors 
to pass through. It is two miles from 
Ripogenus Dam to Frost Pond.
The necessity of continuing the 
road from Frost Pond to Duck 
Pond, a distance of four miles, was 
soon apparent; and the first effort 
along this line was made in the sum­
mer of 1920. A. L. (“Al”) Edgerly, 
who was at that time superintendent 
of Soper Brook Operation, widened 
the old tote road, stumped it and put 
in some corduroy and temporary 
bridges to make a tractor road. It 
may be stated here that Mr. Edgerly 
not only built a tractor road to Duck 
Pond, but pushed it through to 
Camp No. 4—nine miles further— 
and toted over it with tractors the 
next winter to his camps on Soper 
Brook and Sourdnahunk. John Mea 
was the clerk of this road job as well 
as of the woods operations, and some 
of the well-known bosses employed 
in the work by Mr. Edgerly were 
Joseph (“Mouser”) Lemieux, the 
Deschaine boys, Felix and Jack, and 
John Trainor. In 1921 Mr. Sargent 
continued the work which had been 
started by Mr. Edgerly. He ditched, 
turnpiked and graveled as far as 
Duck Pond, thereby adding another 
link to the chain of Great Northern 
roads.
In the summer and fall of 1922, 
George L. O’Connell, who was then 
superintendent of the Sourdnahunk 
Operation, built the Duck Pond- 
Sourdnahunk Road, eight miles 
long, starting at Duck Pond and 
ending at a point on Sourdnahunk 
Stream about three miles below the 
lake of that name. When Mr. 
O’Connell discontinued road work 
that fall and turned his attention to 
his pulpwood operation, the ditch­
ing, grading, turnpiking, etc. was 
completed but very little graveling 
was done. However, so solid and 
level was the roadbed that trucks 
and other automobiles could and did 
make use of it for the greater part of
A GRAVEL LOADER IN ACTION
the eight miles, in spite of the fact 
that little or no gravel had been laid. 
The following summer, 1923, Mr. 
Sargent put a crew on the job to 
gravel and finish the road. This 
was by no means easy as gravel was 
scarce and in some instances it had to 
be hauled four miles by truck. The 
job was completed and Sourdnahunk 
Stream is now the end of the road in 
this particular direction, no exten­
sion having been made up to the 
present time.
From Greenville to Lily Bay the 
road is twelve miles long and follows 
for the most part the old tote road 
which had been there for many years. 
It was built by Jim Sargent in 1919 
and 1920. Its importance and value 
will readily be understood because 
it is the connecting link between the 
outside world and the vast region 
opened up by the roads from Lily 
Bay to Sourdnahunk. Besides Mr. 
Sargent, many other men who are 
prominent in the company’s affairs 
today had a part in the making of 
this road. Louis Boyle and Nelson 
Smith were the clerks; F.X.(“Bud”) 
Mooney was paymaster; “Mouser,” 
Jim McCleary and “Humpy” Car­
roll were the foremen in charge of 
the three crews; and Harry Rollins, 
who is now superintendent of Grant 
Farm Toting, was supply clerk and 
general assistant to Mr. Sargent.
The Cooper Brook Road is the 
last but not the least important of 
the roads whose history we record in 
these pages. It extends from Second 
Roach to Yoke Pond, a distance of 
approximately ten miles. The road 
from Kokadjo to Second Roach is 
owned and maintained by the Holl­
ingsworth and Whitney Company. 
Our Cooper Brook Road was started 
in the late summer of 1920 and fin­
ished the same year so that supplies 
for the Cooper Brook Operation 
could be toted over it. Joseph 
Sheehan, superintendent of the 
woods operation, was selected to do 
this job. His foremen were John 
Bryce, Frank Cone and the Owens 
brothers, Jack and George. Bob 
Chapman, who is now proprietor of 
a flourishing grocery business in 
Greenville, was the clerk. It was a 
difficult piece of road construction 
due to the unusually large quantity 
of ledge encountered. Considering 
the natural obstacles and scarcity 
of labor during that period, it may 
be said without disparagement to 
our other road builders that Mr. 
Sheehan and his men deserve the 
highest commendation for accom-
Continued on Page 15
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The Bangor Office
The Bangor office of the Great 
Northern Paper Company is the 
headquarters of the Spruce Wood 
Department. It is recognized as the 
seat of authority. Here under the 
supervision of a manager and his 
staff of assistants, the varied activi­
ties of a great industry are governed 
and controlled. We know too, in a 
general way, that the innumerable 
details incident to the administration 
of this business must be allotted to 
several different divisions or depart­
ments; that each department chief is 
responsible to the management for 
the work of his particular division, 
and that all departments must work 
together intelligently and harmon­
iously to attain a useful and efficient 
coordination of effort.
We have seen woodsmen and river 
drivers, camp bosses and superin­
tendants, clerks and paymasters, 
foresters and scalers, and scores of 
other functionaries sent from Bangor 
into the woods, each with his sepa­
rate mission to perform. We know 
there is scarcely a train in or out of 
Bangor to the region of the company 
timberlands which does not have a- 
board one or more Great Northern 
men traveling on company business; 
and it is an everyday occurrence to 
meet on the roads north of Bangor 
one of the fleet of company cars 
carrying a department head or one 
of his lieutenants.
All of these facts are commonly 
known, and the majority of us, per­
haps, are more or less familiar with 
the present organization. But how 
much do we know concerning the 
early days of this institution? What 
knowledge of the men who started 
this work that we of the present day 
are carrying on, and of the events 
and changes which mark the de­
velopment and growth of a vigorous 
and successful enterprise? It is 
true, the men in the company who 
have been in its service for twenty 
years and more can tell us much of 
interest, but to many newcomers in 
our ranks the early history of the 
Spruce Wood Department is a blank 
page. Volumes of reminiscence and 
anecdote could be written about the 
pioneer days and the men of that 
time, a few of whom have crossed 
the Great Divide, but to do this 
would make a story too long for our 
purpose. We must therefore con­
fine ourselves to a brief outline, nar­
rating events so far as possible, in 
the order of their sequence rather 
than their relative importance.
When Mr. F. A. Gilbert came to 
the Great Northern Paper Company 
in 1900 as manager of the Spruce 
Wood Department, he opened an 
office in Bangor. This office was 
moved to several different addresses 
in the city from time to time, accord­
ing as the business grew and called 
for more convenient and larger quar­
ters. For several years prior to the 
Bangor Fire of 1911, the office was 
located in the Morse Oliver Building, 
corner of State and Exchange Streets 
where the First National Bank now 
stands. The office force then was 
small as compared with the present 
number. To mention a few of the 
men who were there during the first 
ten years might be of interest. A. 
Ledyard Smith was the company’s 
agent; Ralph W. Moore was cashier; 
Byron H. Whitney, accountant; 
Forrest H. Lancaster, stenographer; 
William Thompson, chief woods 
clerk; John Pooler, secretary to Mr. 
Gilbert; and Charles Berry, statis­
tician. Frank Thatcher acted as 
assistant manager and attended to 
the business of buying all wood 
which had to be brought by rail to 
the mills. Mr. Thatcher held this 
position until 1915.
The Morse Oliver Building was 
destroyed in the fire of April 30, 1911, 
and the company obtained office 
space at 47 Main Street, where they 
remained for two years. On Octo­
ber 6, 1913, the Bangor Office was 
moved to the new Eastern Trust 
building at 6 State Street, the pre­
sent address. With its one room 
and its small force, the Bangor 
Office of twenty-five years ago pre­
sents a striking contrast to the Ban­
gor Office of today with its sixteen 
spacious rooms, all properly lighted, 
heated and ventilated, with its 
telephone switchboard and other 
conveniences, occupying the entire 
sixth floor of one of the city’s largest 
and finest office buildings.
The Accounting Department
In April 1908, Mr. William St. 
John Murray came to the Bangor 
office, succeeding Mr. Whitney as 
chief of the accounting department. 
This department, as the name im­
plies, keeps the books and other 
records, and figures the production 
costs from reports submitted by the 
woods clerks. Mr. Murray con­
tinued in this capacity nine years. 
In October, 1917, he was appointed 
chief of a newly created department, 
of which we shall learn more further 
on. Mr. R. H. Robertson succeeded 
Mr. Murray. Mr. Robertson came 
from the Mill Department, Milli­
nocket, to Bangor, as chief accoun­
tant and Auditor of the Spruce 
Wood Department. He directed 
this work for three years and in 1920 
was advanced to the post of assis­
tant manager. After Mr. Robert­
son came Mr. C. A. Smith, the pre­
sent auditor. Mr. Smith’s depart­
ment has about half of the entire 
Bangor office force—or from twenty 
to twenty-five men. One of the 
most valuable men in this depart­
ment is Mr. W. B. O’Connor, who 
has been here continuously since 
July 1917, and who has at times 
acted as head of the department in 
addition to his regular duties.
Woods Clerical Department
The clerks of woods operations 
and drives reported directly to the 
manager in the early days of the 
company, but when the business be­
gan to expand it seemed advisable 
to have a chief woods clerk. Accord­
ingly, Mr. William Thompson was 
appointed, and thus the Woods 
Clerical Department was formed. 
Mr. Thompson held this post until 
1911 when he was succeeded by Mr. 
Patrick E. Whalen. Mr. Whalen 
was well fitted for the work. He 
had followed the woods all his life 
and had been himself a company 
woods clerk since 1907. Many men 
Continued on Page 13
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All communications for The Northern 
should be sent to the editor of The 
Northern, Greenville, Maine.
Who’s Who in This Issue
Our leading article this month, 
“What Effect will Forest Fires Have 
Upon Vacationists?”, was prepared 
by a man who has the welfare of the 
industry at heart. He prefers to 
remain anonymous. His contribu­
tion is timely and should cause every 
careless camper to reflect on the 
error of his ways.
The second installment of the ar­
ticle on our roads will cover the high­
ways on the east side of the lake. 
These are matters of local history. 
It seems to us that a very useful pur­
pose is served by compiling such ar­
ticles as these while the facts are 
well in mind.
We are pleased to present the his­
tory of the Bangor Office in this 
issue. It will be illuminating, we 
are sure, to most of the folks up­
river, to whom the Bangor Office is 
merely a name. Through the very 
nature of the woods industry, the 
greater part of The Northern has 
been devoted to up-river affairs. 
Nearly all of our Northern News 
comes from our farmhouses and our 
camps. It is with pleasure, there­
fore, that we include this story of 
the development of the Bangor Of­
fice and devote our picture page to 
the photographs of its members.
A brief account of the field day 
of the Northern club is appended. 
Due to the inclement weather we 
had no pictures worthy of reproduc­
tion.
Sayings Worth While
Frequent favorable comments 
made on the lines put at the bottom 
of each page of The Northern 
have been most gratifying. We are 
glad to note that they have been 
quoted in other papers and put 
on bulletin boards. It seems 
that good thoughts have to be 
epitomized these days to attract 
attention. There is such a rush in 
the world at present that the only 
sermon for many people is the sen­
tence caught in passing a wayside 
pulpit. Many people who would 
not listen to a lecture do grasp a 
single good thought when it is re­
duced to a catchy sentence and 
placed on a motto card. In one of 
our Maine cities the other day we 
observed three institutions using 
this method of arresting attention. 
In the window of a bank was posted: 
“The Prosperous Man of Today 
Saved Yesterday—The Prosperous 
Man of Tomorrow Is Saving Today.” 
In front of a church in the business 
district there was a wayside pulpit 
with this sentence from John Har­
vard “Wherever I shall have a tent, 
there God shall have an altar.” On 
the desk of a business man we saw a 
card with the following inscription: 
“Know a little about many things. 
Know much about a few things. 
Know all about one thing.”
It has been suggested that we have 
a collection of woods maxims. We 
are starting such a collection this 
month under the heading “Horse 
Sense.” The editor will be glad to 
receive contributions to “Horse 
Sense.” When you hear a pat say­
ing, send it in.
Horse Sense 
Do not make a horse do 
what you would balk at 
were you a horse. Be care­
ful what you demand of 
others*
Any good tool in the 
hands of an incompetent 
person does damage and 
receives damage*
A foreman can not rea­
sonably expect loyalty 
from his crew unless he 
is loyal to them*
Labor Day at Seboomook
On Labor Day, 1924, the Social 
Service Division sponsored an up­
river field day at Seboomook. The 
affair was successful enough to war­
rant the repetition of the celebra­
tion on a larger scale this year. 
Preparations are now in hand for a 
general good time on September 7 
at Seboomook. Tickets for the 
occasion will be distributed to em­
ployees and their families.
The boat will leave the Coburn 
Wharf at Greenville at 7.30 in the 
morning and will leave the Great 
Northern Paper Company’s wharf 
at Kineo not later than 9.30. A 
program of sports is being arranged 
that will include a ball game and a 
number of surprises. Dinner and 
supper will be served under the big 
top and a bang-up movie will be 
shown in the evening.
A new feature will be that chil­
dren under six will be entertained at 
a nursery to be established at Seboo­
mook Farmhouse. Here a special 
menu will be served and the children 
will play games.
The Bangor Office Personnel
Left to right. Front row: Philip 
Clement, M.A. Pratt, R.C. Bamford, 
I. W. Barker, B. W. O’Connor, J. F. 
Daley, H. W. Wright;
Second row: C. E. Millett, C. A. 
Smith, C. W. Curtis, R. H. Robert­
son, William Hilton, Wm. St. J. 
Murray, L. G. White, Ralph Bryant; 
Third Row: E. E. Brown, C. F. 
Ambrose, W. L. Brown, F. F. Wood,
I. C. Beale, D. C. Cronin, Harold 
Sinnott, H. C. Willey;
Fourth row; W. I. Woodside, E. 
Binette, H. L. Miller, B. E. Dunn, 
D. J. Leen, L. A. O’Connell, R. L. 
Waymouth;
Fifth Row: J. E. Mutty, G. E. Soper,
R. L. Bradeen, W. M. Praught, H. 
C. Kenney, H. A. Simpson, E. F. 
Jones, H. B. Mower;
Sixth row: F. C. Curran, L. A. Cooke,
J. H. McVey, P. J. Murdock, E. D. 
Tasker, L. J. Bradley, C. L. Holden. 
This picture does not include several 
members of the force whose duties 
took them out of Bangor on the day 
the picture was taken.
When the judgement’s weak, the prejudice is strong—O’Hara
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You can’t be a howling success by simply howling—Curtis Folks
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Blair Farm
We have finished getting the hay 
and are now occupied in harvesting 
the oats.
Thomas Aucoine left us during the 
month. William Murray is still 
with us, however.
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert with their 
daughter, Janet, called on us re­
cently.
Among other visitors were Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Page and their guests, 
Mr. and Mrs. Boutilier.
Our dog has had a painful acci­
dent. One of the horses stepped on 
him accidentally, breaking a leg.
We have added twelve horses to 
the number already at Blair Farm. 
Ten of these came from Chamber- 
lain and two from Pittston Farm.
Sias Hill
Carl McDonald, who has been the 
chef here, has gone to Grant Farm 
to cater to the haying crew.
Archie McLeod, the gate keeper, 
is kept busy these days registering 
automobilists going north. Archie 
says that many states are repre­
sented and that he has seen every­
thing in the shape of a car from col­
lege boys with a Ford racer to the 
stately Rolls Royce with liveried 
chauffeur and footman.
C. N. Buckley, the fire patrolman, 
stops here once in a while.
Hugh Desmond and S. W. Morin 
paid us a brief visit recently. They 
were on their way in to Nahmakanta 
for a few days fishing.
Grindstone
Supt. Enman has resumed driving 
on Schoodic Stream. He has open­
ed two wangans, with approximately 
fifty men all told; Paul Turner is in 
charge of one camp and Ben King 
of the other.
A crew of men under foreman 
John Bryce have been clearing away 
a piece of land at the depot camp for 
the construction of the loader.
Mrs. L. E. Pickett has left us to 
spend a few weeks with her folks in 
Greenville.
The plumbers are putting the fi­
nal touches to the bath house. This 
will be a wonderful set to the opera­
tion. The men are going to take 
great pride in their shower baths, 
set tubs for washing clothes, their 
hot and cold water and their steam 
heated room.
Mose Gorman is our chef here at 
present, Ernest Taylor being on his 
vacation. Mose is one of those 
cooks who really can cook.
Lawrence Desmond arrived last 
week to look after the clerical work 
at Dolby Pond Improvements.
The American Thread Co. will 
operate at Grindstone during the 
coming season. We were very glad 
to see Mr. and Mrs. Eddy arrive at 
the thread company camps this 
month.
R. G. Lothrop started on his vaca­
tion on the 10th. With Mrs. Loth­
rop and the children he will make 
several visits in the western part of 
the state and will spend the last 
part of the trip at St. Andrews, N. B.
Lily Bay
We are all glad to welcome Aus­
tin Harmon, who succeeds John L. 
Clark as clerk. Mr. Harmon has 
completely recovered from an opera­
tion performed some time ago at 
Eastern Maine General Hospital.
Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Covell are 
spending their vacation at Gott’s 
Island, down off the coast. Mr. 
and Mrs. Philip Moore are with them. 
Fred writes that he wishes we were 
down to enjoy the lobsters.
Alec McAskill, the veteran line­
man, has been transferred to the 
Allagash section.
Thirty-two members of the Appa­
lachian Mountain Club went thru 
here during the month on their way 
to Mount Katahdin.
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Gerry re­
cently made a trip to Pittsfield with 
Mr. Bouchard.
Walter Gerry cooked several days 
for the haying crew at Grant Farm.
Lawrence Desmond, who has been 
assisting Mr. Clark and Mr. Har­
mon, has gone to Grindstone.
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Gilbert and 
their daughter Miss Janet, had sup­
per with us recently.
The Lily Bay ball players are fast 
coming to the front. A. J. Bertrand, 
who has been with us a few days in 
the office, is one of the best, with 
Ray Willard and Walter Gerry not 
far behind. Last but not least is 
Miss Margaret Dunlay who can hit 
and field with the best of them. F. 
W. Covell, when here, officiates as 
a coach.
The Hon. C. W. Curtis, accom­
panied by Mrs. Curtis and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ogden Williams of Newark, 
N. J., were recent visitors.
“Doctor” Freeman Tyler of Green­
ville was a caller at the farm the 
other day. He was assisted by 
“Doctor” Joe Gilman, who, when 
not doctoring, drives the jitney. 
Parent and offspring are doing well. 
Daisy is the new calf’s name.
Sam Peterson, the gardener, is 
now supplying the house with new 
potatoes, green peas and radishes. 
It is a lucky thing for the deer that 
it is not open season. They have 
made themselves obnoxious in the 
gardens of nearly all the farms.
Walter Gerry expects to return to 
St. Mary’s College at Van Buren 
about the 10th of September. Ray­
mond Willard, who is now employed 
on telephone maintenance on this 
side of the lake, will return to school 
at Auburn the first of September.
Mrs. Gerry is at present acting 
as cook.
A friend you have to buy won't be worth what you have to pay for him
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Grant Farm
Considering the weather of the 
past few weeks, the haying is pro­
gressing favorably under the direc­
tion of Simon Walls, foreman. Carl 
McDonald is cooking, assisted by 
Joe Lawless.
We have been very fortunate this 
summer in the matter of forest fires, 
owing to the wet weather and the 
fact that people are getting more 
careful with camp fires and with 
matches, cigars and cigarettes. C. 
N. Buckley who patrols the road 
from Sias Hill to Sourdnahunk re­
ports that there have been but four 
small fires this season. This is a 
very favorable record as compared 
with last summer. Much of the 
credit, however, is due to “Bucky” 
himself for he is always on the job 
with his flivver and fire fighting 
apparatus.
A. J. Bertrand was at Ragged 
Lake recently, taking an inventory 
of the driving equipment.
Our Northern territory is attract­
ing tourists in great numbers, as is 
substantiated by the number of 
cars that go by here every day. 
Altho the greater number of these 
cars are from our own state, cars 
have been noticed from all the New 
England states, Pennsylvania, New 
York, New Jersey, Ohio and the 
maritime provinces.
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Gilbert and 
their daughter Janet were recent 
visitors at the farm.
Pittston News
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Russell are 
enjoying a vacation at their summer 
camp at Norcross.
Maynard Emery of Greenville has 
succeeded Roy Lowe as telephone 
operator at Pittston.
Fred Peterson who has been em­
ployed at the farm for several years 
is away on his annual vacation. He 
is visiting friends in Bangor, and in­
tends taking a fishing trip in the Low­
er Lakes country before returning.
Supt. Ordway finished haying on 
August 14th. The crop this year 
was 125 tons.
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Gilbert and 
daughter Janet stopped at Pittston 
a few days during the week of August
14th.
James Adams, game warden, is a 
frequent caller at the farm in con­
nection with his work. Jim’s terri­
tory comprises the region of the 
North Branch, South Branch and 
Brassua Lake.
Thomas Whelan, fire warden on 
the Green Mountain lookout called 
at the farm to see the boys on the 
evening of August 13th.
Phil Bradeen of the Auditing De­
partment called on us during the 
week of August 17th.
Rev. John M. Lewis and Rev. S. 
W. Wallace of Waterbury, Conn., 
who visited here last summer, stop­
ped a few minutes to shake hands 
and say “hello” while on their way 
to Eliot’s Camps on Penobscot Lake.
Rev. A. G. Hempstead conducted 
services here on July 25th which 
were well attended.
Maurice Hall who has been work­
ing for the K. P. Toting has severed 
his connection with the company.
Greenville Shop
Motor Boat No. 30 which is being 
constructed at the shop is well under 
way.
Charles Murray, yard foreman, 
is being congratulated on the arrival 
of another addition to his family. 
On August 17, Mrs. Murray gave 
birth to a daughter, Gwendolyn 
Priscilla.
Mr. J. H. Murch and his family 
have been camping at Harford’s 
Point.
Very favorable reports are being 
received from Howard McFadden.
Mr. George Gagnon, formerly 
night watchman, is now employed at 
the Squaw Mountain Inn.
Many of the shop folks took their 
families to the Chautauqua.
Win Ryder has been employed 
here for some time.
George Crossman has been paint­
ing the ironwork of the main gate­
way.
Kennebec Drive
The rear of Kennebec Drive start­
ed from the mouth of Chase Stream 
at 2 P.M. on July 30. We are mak­
ing real progress in spite of the fact 
that we are not using the booms as in 
former years. There are about six­
teen thousand cords of wood in the 
drive.
Bill Foss is foreman and in the 
crew are numbered many of the old- 
timers, well known along the Kenne­
bec.
F. H. Colby, Superintendent, and 
his assistant, Bill Pooler, are in con­
stant attendance.
We began sluicing over Solon Dam 
August 4.
On August 10 we had our first 
glimpse of Mr. Millett’s new car, 
he having driven through from Ban­
gor, accompanied by L. A. O’Connell
Harold Casey is the paymaster 
for the drive.
Tom Bigelow is our cook. He is 
not unknown in this vicinity, having 
cooked along the river for a number 
of years.
40 Mile
Mr. Lane with his daughter Mabel 
and Miss Michaud made the trip to 
Camp Benson and return in Mr. 
Lane’s car. They report that the 
roads are very good.
Mrs. Lane has been indulging in 
her usual occupation at this time of 
year—picking berries. Up to the 
present, she has preserved forty 
quarts of raspberries and many 
quarts of strawberries. Berries are 
also being served in abundance at 
meals.
Men are beginning to go through 
in great numbers for Mr. Roberge 
who is to conduct an operation at 
Williams Stream.
One crew has gone through for 
Alfred Parquet.
Several members of the Forest 
Engineering force have visited 40 
Mile.
Northeast Carry
D. M. Pearson, while returning 
from his vacation was taken with an 
acute attack of appendicitis at Dover. 
He underwent an operation at Cary 
Hospital in that town and has suffi­
ciently recovered to return to his 
home in Portland.
The Hon. Ralph O. Brewster, 
Governor of Maine, and his party 
spent the night of July 26 at the
Honor the old, instruct the young; consult the wise, and bear with the foolish
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West Branch Sporting Company en 
route for the Allagash Trip. In 
the party were Governor Brewster 
and Mrs. Brewster; Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Ellis, of the Fox News; 
Willis E. Parsons, Fish and Game 
Commissioner; Philip Ricker Shorey 
Director of the State of Maine Pub­
licity Bureau; and Charles B. Brew­
ster, the Governor’s brother. The 
Game Wardens who acted as guides 
were Alexander (“Sandy”) Mullen, 
head guide, Bert Duty, John Flint, 
Charles C. Green, Fred A. Morin and 
D. J. Deperry. Fred Lawless of 
Greenville acted as cook. Altho it 
was originally intended to take four­
teen days for the trip, business of an 
urgent nature demanded the pres­
ence of the Executive in Houlton 
on the following Sunday. The trip 
was therefore made in seven days. 
The party was taken across all the 
lakes on the route in motor canoes 
manned by the fire wardens of the 
various districts.
Normand A. Smith and Albert 
Heckman, our fire patrolman, are 
the only company men we have seen 
for quite a while.
Three parties of boys from Camp 
Allagash and one from Camp Quest 
passed thru on their way to make the 
famous Allagash Trip.
Allagash Region
A camp has been started on Con 
Doheny’s Point but very little news 
has seeped through from that quar­
ter.
A crew under E. W. Vickery are 
at work on Churchill Lake. Among 
the members of this survey crew 
known at the present writing are J.
B. Sargent, Frank McKendrick, the 
two MacDonald boys, Timmy Finn 
and Leo Durant. E. F. (“Pete”) 
Jones was a visitor to this crew.
A smaller crew under L. E. Hough­
ton are engaged in work at Ellis 
Brook. Bill Dubay, Milford Mehann 
and Roland Foster are the shining 
lights in this outfit as far as present 
knowledge goes.
Rockwood
Aubrey MacDonald, who has been 
painting at Rockwood, 10 Mile and 
Pittston has returned to his home in 
Dorchester, Mass.
Mr. Murphy has finished haying 
at Kineo. This was a difficult task 
this year due to the inclemency of 
the weather.
Mr. A. J. Bertrand is now located 
at Kineo. He is filling in at Kineo 
Storehouse during the vacation pe­
riod.
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Gilbert, with 
their daughter Janet, were recent 
visitors at their cottage in Rockwood.
Mr. A. G. Hilton and family spent 
a week’s vacation in Madison.
Archie De Roche and Crawford 
Johnson have repaired Boat House 
No. 346 and the ways preparatory 
to hauling out Motor Boat No. 29, 
used this past summer by Kennebec 
Drive. This boat is now being over­
hauled at Greenville Shop in prepara­
tion for winter storage.
Seboomook
S. W. Morin has been absent two 
weeks on his annual vacation, he and 
Fred Stait having left Seboomook 
together in Sylvio’s Anderson Coupe. 
They went out thru St. Zacharie to 
Quebec, then down to Fort Kent 
where Fred entrained for Boston. 
Mr. Morin continued to Bangor and 
later spent several days fishing at 
Nahmakanta Lake with Hugh Des­
mond.
During the absence of Mr. Morin, 
the storehouse work was handled by 
James Maguire. Jim is an oldtimer 
around Northern storehouses, and 
put in many years at Kineo.
Gerald Averill has his family at 
Seboomook. They are tenting where 
the Canders family used to have 
their summer home.
Several claimants for the croquet 
crown have retired from competition 
bitterly admitting defeat, and have 
decided to take up “marbles.” Ed 
Leary and Ray Mersereau, please 
write.
George Farrar came down over 
Sunday from 3rd St. John Pond for 
a day of “rest.” George is booked 
to duplicate his Labor Day perform­
ance this year.
There are carloads of tractor sled 
irons from the Lombard Traction 
Engine Co. coming thru Seboomook 
Storehouse, consigned to Edward 
Lacroix. Two carloads of thirty­
seven tons each have already arrived 
and there are ninety tons more to 
come.
Frederick Griffin of Haverhill, 
Mass., is visiting his half brother, 
Edward Leary, at the Wardwell 
estate.
Eugene Roberge has been at Se­
boomook, preparing for his winter 
operation at Williams Stream. He 
has already started two camps. 
John Hall will clerk the outfit this 
season.
W. M. Smith is working at the 
Wardwell place. “Smithy” has a 
hard time dividing his work so that 
he may be able to meet the boat 
when it docks.
Ripogenus Dam
Mr. Harkness’ crew has completed 
the repairing and painting of the 
buildings here and has gone to 
Chesuncook Dam. W. J. and G. L. 
Coltart, aided by Robert Kearse, 
did the carpenter work and Harold 
Sargent is responsible for the artis­
tic painting.
R. H. Robertson paid us a visit 
recently. He was accompanied by 
his father.
Charles and Dick Fowles, with 
their families, called here on the 19th 
of July. Charles formerly clerked 
at the Grant Farm.
C. F. Woodard and family spent 
the weekend recently at Sourdna- 
hunk Stream.
A party of forty-six students of 
the U. of M. summer school visited 
the dam recently. They were in 
charge of Miss Pauline Brown of 
Toledo, Ohio. In the party were 
students from China, Japan, Spain 
and the Philippine Islands.
Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Emery, with 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Brackett, are 
spending two weeks at Ripogenus 
Cottage. Mr. Emery handles Mr. 
Gilbert’s personal correspondence.
Hon. and Mrs. C. W. Curtis 
motored thru here last week.
Mrs. McInnis and the children 
have gone to Carmel to attend the 
camp meeting there. They will be 
gone ten days.
Mr. M. J. Buckley, with his 
daughter Ruth, visited his son 
Cyril on August 9th. Mrs. Buckley
Life without a friend is death without a witness
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brought a party on the 19th and re­
mained over night.
Other guests during the month 
were Miss M. Roberta Bischoff of 
Philadelphia and P. Paul Dufour of 
Old Town.
Chesuncook Dam
James Hayes, traveling engineer, 
has left for a vacation. He intends 
to visit Montreal, Quebec and Three 
Rivers, Canada. At the latter place 
he will visit his brother, Reilly Hayes 
whom he has not seen in several 
years.
It has been determined that the 
well here will be dug before the one 
at the Boundary Cottage. Mr. 
Nickels and his crew have set up 
their machine and are now down to 
ledge.
The Steamer A. B. Smith is re­
ceiving a general overhauling under 
the supervision of Mr. Pelkey.
Mr. Harkness dropped in on us on 
his way from Chamberlain one Satur­
day night. We don’t know what 
time he started from here but he was 
seen away down the line at 4.30 in 
the morning.
A. D. Smith of Chesuncook has 
purchased a new Ford truck.
Angus Miller had a painful acci­
dent in the mill at Chesuncook re­
cently, as a result of which he will 
lose the first finger and thumb of 
his right hand.
Caucomgomoc Road
Four trucks and a gravel loader 
have been brought here from the 
Dole Brook-Morrissette Road and 
will be used in the graveling of this 
road. Carl Hagstrom is in charge 
of the loader and the drivers of the 
trucks are Carl Murray, Ray Mur­
ray, Delmont Durrell and Henry 
Dufour.
Edward Hart, Immigration In­
spector, passed thru on his way to 
Churchill and Chamberlain Lakes 
on official business.
Mr. A. V. MacNeill, General 
Superintendent, inspected the prog­
ress of the operation on August 12.
Mr. Lacroix and his family came 
over from his operation on East 
Branch waters and left for his opera­
tion near the Boundary.
Norcross
Thomas Leet has a crew at North 
Twin Dam, painting and repairing 
the motor boats and the power boat, 
West Branch No. 1.
The Boom House was opened 
July 24. Fred Graham is cooking 
here.
Barney McLellan, with Motor 
Boat No. 25 and Albert Fowler’s 
boat, towed three booms across the 
lower lakes and turned them in at 
Snake Point. This wood was driven 
out of Rainbow last spring by 
George Maguire.
Mrs. Carl U. Kelley, with her 
mother, Mrs. E. W. Smith, and her 
daughter Jane, are spending a few 
weeks at Norcross.
R. V. Canders and L. A. O’Connell 
were at North Twin Dam and Nor­
cross recently.
Telephone Crew
A metallic telephone line between 
40 Mile and the Boundery is being 
constructed. About three miles 
of right of way have been cleared 
and the crew has been digging post 
holes. W. J. Stewart is foreman of 
this operation and Jack Flynn has a 
small crew getting out poles.
Among the members of the crew 
are the Morris Brothers, Joseph 
Mercure better known as “Briscoe.” 
“Briscoe” was foreman of the Main 
River Drive last spring.
A. B. Willard, Supt. of Telephone 
Maintenance, has been on the job 
with us for the last two weeks.
Billy Williamson is chef of the out­
fit and Alfred Beaulieu is cookee. 
We think “Bill” must have run a 
quick lunch sometime in the past, as 
there is always something ready.
Mr. Cook and Mr. French of the 
Division of Forestry Engineering are 
with us. They are surveying for 
the new line.
The Bangor Office
Continued from Page 7 
of prominence in up-river circles to­
day owe their success and advance­
ment to the help and encouragement 
given them by Mr. Whalen when 
they came to him as inexperienced 
youngsters, many of whom had 
never seen a log camp or a spruce
tree. The duties of the superin­
tendent of woods clerks became in­
creasingly arduous, so in the Fall of
1918 the experiment of allowing 
each operation superintendent to 
secure his own clerk and timekeepers 
was tried out. Mr. Whalen then 
devoted all his time to supervision of 
storehouse and farm clerks. In
1919 Mr. Whalen was appointed 
superintendent of a woods operation 
and was succeeded by Mr. George L.
T. Tupper as storehouse superinten­
dent. The experiment with the 
operation clerks proved unsatisfac­
tory and in the Fall of 1919, Mr. 
Leon G. White who had previously 
been secretary to the manager, be­
came the new Superintendent of 
Woods Clerks and Timekeepers. 
This event marked the division of 
the clerical department into two 
separate units, Mr. White having 
charge of the clerks in the camps 
and Mr. Tupper of those at the farms 
and Storehouses. In 1921, Mr. 
Tupper was succeeded by Mr. H. H. 
Stilley, who in turn was followed in 
1922 by Mr. Frederick H. Rippe as 
Superintendent of Farms and Store­
houses. When Mr. Rippe con­
cluded his work with the company 
in the fall of 1924, Mr. White was 
placed in charge of all clerks, both 
in the camps and at the farms and 
storehouses; and so the Woods 
Clerical Department today is on 
practically the same basis as during 
Mr. Whalen’s regime.
The Paymasters’ Department
It has been noted that Mr. Mur­
ray left the accounting department 
in 1917 to take command of a new 
one which has come to be known as 
the Paymasters Department. Prior 
to that time, the paymasters came 
directly under the manager’s super­
vision. Mr. Murray became the 
Cashier and Superintendent of Pay­
masters, and all money disbursed by 
the Spruce Wood Department is 
handled under his direction. Be­
fore the present method of paying 
men in the woods was inaugurated, 
the clerks were furnished with the 
necessary funds by a paymaster who 
visited all operations at regular in­
tervals for that purpose.
He who has good health is rich though he may not know it
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Division of Forest Engineering
If a stranger were to ask us which 
division is most necessary in the 
Spruce Wood Department, we would 
indeed have a hard riddle to solve. 
Each one has its special functions 
without which the others must be 
hampered to some extent. It is a 
fact however, that the Division of 
Forest Engineers is generally re­
garded as being of the utmost im­
portance. There is no finer body of 
men in the ranks of the company than 
our foresters and survey men. Heal­
thy, clear-eyed fellows, resourceful 
and rugged, inured to the cold and 
hardships of a Maine winter, and to 
the discomforts and heat of the 
woods in Summer; with a quiet way 
about them born of long periods 
spent in the solitude of a great wil­
derness, these men go about their 
work in a calm unassuming manner 
that commands at once our admira­
tion and respect.
A visitor to the offices occupied by 
this department is impressed with 
the display of various wood cuts, 
maps, glass encased instruments, 
filing cabinets and drawers, all 
arranged neatly and in order. The 
work of this division covers a large 
field. Cruising timberland run­
ning town lines, inspecting, cutting 
operations and supervising the scal­
ing are the principal duties. The 
first superintendent of this division 
was Hal Robinson. After him came 
Everett Arney who held the place 
until 1911 when he was succeeded by 
Mr. J. F. Phillipi. In 1915 Mr. 
Phillipi was made assistant manager 
succeeding Frank Thatcher, and his 
place was taken by D. A. Crocker. 
Crocker was followed by Wentworth 
Peckham and after Mr. Peckham 
came William Hilton, the present 
head of the department. That was 
in July 1917, eight years ago. Mr. 
Hilton had been an employee of this 
same department since 1913, four 
years prior to his appointment as 
its chief.
Purchasing Department
The purchasing Agent in his rela­
tion to the Spruce Wood Depart­
ment might well be compared to the 
engine in its relation to the motor 
car. As the engine though concealed 
by the conventional hood, produces 
faithfully and constantly the power 
which turns the wheels, so our pur­
chasing agent and his men, to out­
ward appearance engaged in a sort 
of methodical, hum-drum routine, 
do in reality set in motion the ma­
chinery through which we are kept 
supplied at all times with food and 
clothing and tools to work with, and 
the hundred and one little knick- 
knacks in the wangan which go to 
make up a lumber-jack’s outfit. 
The purchasing agent’s job is by no 
means as easy as some people sup­
pose. To keep tabs on the market 
price of various commodities, to buy 
when the market is right, and to 
buy neither too much nor too little 
is his task, and requires a keen, alert 
mind and good judgement. It is 
unnecessary to say that this work is 
being done in a most satisfactory 
manner. If proof were needed, the 
fact that Mr. Charles W. Curtis, the 
present chief, has been directing it 
for more than twelve years would be 
sufficient. The late James A. 
Boardman held his office for two 
years just before Mr. Curtis was ap­
pointed. Mr. Boardman’s predeces­
sor, John Woodward, was the Spruce 
Wood Department’s first purchasing­
agent.
Auditing Department
The Auditing Department was 
established in September, 1911, for 
the purpose of auditing the work of 
the woods clerks. Mistakes and 
irregularities naturally are bound to 
occur when clerical work is done on a 
large scale, and to keep these errors 
at a minimum is the function of the 
auditors. These men travel to the 
various company operations in the 
performance of their duties, and 
when the books and final reports 
from an operation are received in 
Bangor the work is checked over a- 
gain to quard against possible mis­
takes. Mr. George L. O’Connell 
continued to direct this work until 
1921, at which time he was sent to 
Sourdnahunk as superintendent of 
a woods operation. He was suc­
ceeded by Mr. C. E. Millett who has 
held the position ever since. This 
department is sometimes confused 
with the Accounting department due 
to the fact that the chief accountant 
is often referred to as “Auditor.” 
The chief accountant, as has been 
stated before, is Auditor of the 
Spruce Wood Department’s account­
ing system, and Mr. Millett’s de­
partment is concerned principally 
with the work of the woods clerks.
The Employment Agency
The problem of hiring men in large 
numbers to supply the need of woods 
operations, drives, farms and con­
struction jobs was solved by the 
simple expedient of creating an em­
ployment bureau. Although various 
parties were engaged in this work 
from time to time in the early days, 
it was not until 1907 that this branch 
of the work was established as a 
separate unit in the Spruce Wood 
Department’s organization. Mr. 
Harrison T. Burr was appointed 
superintendent and has acted con­
tinuously in that capacity ever 
since. There are branch offices in 
Boston, Houlton and Greenville 
which may be called on to supply 
men when the occasion demands; 
and during the war, when labor was 
scarce, men were sometimes shipped 
from Portland, from New York and 
even from Philadelphia. The em­
ployment agency has its office on 
Exchange Street across from the 
railroad station which is a better 
location for work of this nature than 
the State Street address would be.
Besides the seven divisions al­
ready described, there are other men 
in the Bangor Office who occupy 
important places in the personnel of 
the department. Mr. Frank F. 
Wood is the Timberland Agent. He 
succeeded the late Edgar B. Weeks 
who had been with the company in 
that capacity and also as official 
scaler, since the Bangor Office was 
first opened. Mr. R. H. Robertson, 
Assistant Manager, and Mr. A. V. 
MacNeill, General Superintendent, 
are next in command under Mr. 
Gilbert. These men do not belong 
to any division but have authority 
over all divisions and all superinten­
dents.
The wolf changes his coat, but not his disposition
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plishing a great deal of hard work in 
a short space of time.
In the Moosehead Lake section 
alone, stretching far north and east 
and west into a great wilderness, 
there are altogether more than one 
hundred and seventy miles of turn­
pike road built and maintained by 
the Great Northern Paper Company 
which is equal, if not superior, to 
any other of similar construction in 
the State of Maine. Some of these 
roads may and undoubtedly will be 
extended further as time goes on and 
as the requirements of business de­
mand. The company has been gen­
erous with the public in allowing free 
use of these roads. We do not know
Field Day at Camp Benson
The eleventh annual field day of 
the Northern Club of Bangor was 
held at Camp Benson on August 6, 
1925. The popular resort on Lake 
Sebasticook never sheltered a more 
congenial gathering. There were 
fewer people present from up-river 
and fewer outsiders, but whatever 
the crowd lacked in numbers it made 
up in neighborliness. Altho the 
sprinkling of up-river folk gave it 
variety, it was distinctly a down­
river affair.
The members and their guests be­
gan to assemble soon after ten o’ 
clock. Most of them came in their 
own cars but one of the large busses 
of the Bangor Motor Company car­
ried others. Several of the events 
were run off before luncheon. 
Mr. Curtis was a capable announcer 
and the Messrs. Millett and O'Con­
nor did good work as judges.
The 100 yard dash was won by 
Charles O’Connor, Lloyd Houghton 
coming second. Ira Barker was 
overheard to have come in third “by 
a moustache.” Miss Ranney took 
the lead in the 50 yard dash. “Cupe” 
Wright, who has always considered 
the shot put his oyster, decided a 
of a single instance where permission 
to travel over them has been refused. 
The only restriction placed on the 
traveler is a request that he register 
his name and address with a duly 
authorized agent; and if he desires to 
build a camp fire, he must be accom­
panied by a licensed guide.
The cost has been enormous, but 
who can say that the money and 
effort have not been well and wisely 
spent? Not only has the company 
increased the value of its property, 
but thousands of our men have been 
given employment year after year 
throughout the summer season when 
woods operations are suspended. 
Our roads will stand in the future as 
they do today—a monument to the 
business acumen, the integrity and 
the good will of the Great Northern 
Paper Company.
change would do us all good and let 
Earl Brown take first place, he him­
self taking second. Among the dis­
tinguished “also rans” in this event 
were E. A. Piper, Tom Ranney and 
Ralph Bryant. The feat of Miss 
Coburn in throwing the baseball a 
hundred and ninety feet was one of 
the high lights of the day. Miss. 
Coburn received a good hand from 
the bleachers. In the tug of war, 
which was over all too soon, the team 
captained by “Bill” Curran in­
flicted a crushing defeat on Normand 
Smith’s aggregation. We suggest 
that in the future a three minute 
period at least be allowed for this 
race. The standing broad jump was 
also won by Charles O’Connor, but 
as he could only take one first prize, 
the honor was awarded Lloyd Hough­
ton, who came second. Miss Hark­
ness, who had done well in the base­
ball throw, came in first in the potato 
race. The 50 yard dash for small 
boys was taken by E. E. Brown, Jr., 
with “Bill” Wright a close second.
The pipe race was a welcome in­
novation. Five contestants entered 
this race. Five T. D. pipes were 
placed on first base, a box of tobacco
—............... ....—
on second and five matches on third. 
The contestants started from home, 
picked up a pipe at first base, filled it 
at second and lighted it at third, 
and the first man home, with his pipe 
going in full blast, won the race. 
Phil Murdock loped home easily 
without changing a muscle.
Mr. Willey scouted around and 
found eighteen ball players, who 
thereupon proceeded to give us an 
exhibition of their skill. Some of 
them admitted that they had not 
played for periods varying from five 
to thirteen years, which naturally 
made the game more interesting. 
In fact, one observer sat through 
two innings under the impression 
that they were warming up. Earle 
Brown’s Bangor Office Terrors de­
feated Harry Willey’s Wildcats by a 
score of 11 to 4.
The luncheon and supper were 
easily the outstanding features of the 
day. Even the folks who were tak­
ing advantage of the sports not on 
the definite program, such as boat­
ing, swimming, fishing and barnyard 
golf were promptly on hand at meal 
time. The food was delicious and 
the excellent service provided by the 
ladies of Camp Benson cannot be 
too highly commended. Harold 
Miller’s orchestra played delightful 
music during each meal and for the 
dancing which followed in the eve­
ning. It was only at mealtime, also, 
that one got an adequate idea of the 
size of the gathering. There were 
fully two hundred present.
After supper, prizes were awarded 
which had been donated by the fol­
lowing firms: Snow and Nealley; 
Haynes and Chalmers; Rice and 
Miller; Dan T. Sullivan; Bangor 
Office Supply Company; T. R. 
Savage Co.; Arthur Chapin Co.; 
B. C. M. Cigar Store; Bacon Print­
ing Company. Mr. John Norris 
contributed the use of a Packard 
car and driver for the day. The 
courtesy of these firms is appreciated.
All in all, it was a very enjoyable 
occasion. The rain held off and it 
was just warm enough for comfort. 
The officers of the club and the com­
mittees on field Day are to be con­
gratulated on their success.
Self-made men sometimes need a lot of alterations
Prayer for a Little Home
God send us a little home
To come back to, when we roam.
Low walls, and fluted tiles, 
Wide windows, a view for miles.
Red firelight and deep chairs, 
Small white beds upstairs.
Great talk in little nooks, 
Dim colors, rows of books.
One picture on each wall, 
Not many things at all.
God send us a little ground, 
Tall trees standing ’round
Homely flowers in brown sod, 
Overhead, thy stars, O God.
God bless, when winds blow
Our home, and all we know.
—Florence Bone
